Of all this land, so that it ought to seem
Honour to God and you, as we shall deem.

"Deliver us from all our constant dread

And take yourself a wife, for High God's sake;

For if it so befell, which God forbid,

That by your death your noble line should break

And that a strange successor should come take

Your heritage, woe that we were alive!

Wherefore we pray you speedily to wive."

Their humble prayer and their so earnest cheer
Roused in the marquis* heart great sympathy.
"You'd have me/' he replied, "my people dear,
Do what IVe never yet thought necessary.
I have rejoiced in my fond liberty,
That men so seldom find in their marriage;
Where I was free, I must be in bondage.

"Nevertheless, I see your true intent,

And know there's always sense in what you say;

Wherefore of my free will will I consent

To wed a wife, as soon as ever I may.

But whereas you have offered here today

To choose a wife for me, I you release

From that, and pray that you thereof will cease.

"For God knows well that children oft retain
Naught of their worthy elders gone before;
Goodness comes all from God, not of the strain
Whereof they were engendered; furthermore
I trust in God*s great goodness, and therefore
My marriage and my state and all my ease
I leave to Him to do with as He please.

"Let me alone in choosing of my wife,
That burden on my own back I'll endure;
But I pray you, and charge you on your life,
That what wife I may take, me you'll assure
You'll honour her throughout her life's tenure,
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